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"During the 2d and 3d/' wrote Commodore Patterson to                        [
the Secretary of the Navy, "I landed from the ship and mounted, as the former ones, on the banks of the river, four more twelve-pounders, and erecting a furnace for heating shot, to destroy a number of buildings which intervened between General Jackson's lines and the camp of the enemy and occupied by him.     On the evening of the 4th I succeeded in firing a number of them and some rice stacks by my shot, which the enemy attempted to extinguish, notwithstanding the heavy fire which I kept up, but which at length                         , compelled them to desist.     On the 6th and 7th I erected                          ! another furnace and mounted on the banks of the river two                           i more twenty-pounders, which had been brought up by the                          j exertions of Colonel Caldwell, of the drafted militia of the                         ' State, and brought within and mounted on the intrench-ments on this side of the river one twelve-pounder, in addi-                         j tion to which General Morgan, commanding the militia on                           i this side, planted two brass six-pound field pieces in his lines,                           1 which were incomplete, having been commenced only on the 4th.     These three pieces were the only cannon on the firing lines.    All the others being mounted on the bank of the river, with a view to aid the right of General Jackson's lines on the opposite shore, and to flank the enemy should they attempt to march up the road leading along the levee, or erect batteries on the same, of course could render no aid in defense of General Morgan's lines.     My battery was manned in part from the crew of the ship, and in part by militia detailed for that service by General Morgan, as I had not seamen enough to fully man them."
That General Jackson, cool as he was on the evening of the 7th, was a most determined man, and with the coolest desperation had made up his mind that the morrow must bring victory or the sacrifice of himself and his army in the struggle.
The manner in which the war had been conducted by the unequal, since their artillery far exceeded ours, both of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
